EPILOGUE
IT is generally argued that King Charles's-downfall and death were due to his untrustworthy character and failure to keep in touch with national feeling. It is true that when a prisoner he bargained first with one party, then with another, not meaning in the end to bind himself permanently to any, but only wishing to use them to regain his throne. The same might be said of his opponents, who were all trying to use him as a pawn and fell away from him when they discovered how firm after all were his underlying principles. Actually it was his devotion to the idea of monarchy and the English Church which handicapped him so hopelessly against a leader like Cromwell, who did not believe in the importance of any institution, preferring to base his conduct on his own interpretation of God's Will, in moments of crisis prone to be narrowed down to the preservation of God's man.
As for Charles's patriotism, it was no more nor less than the average cultivated man's of that time. Extreme nationalism was certainly growing into an important force in England, but, among the upper classes, it had not yet reached the violence it has since attained. The hatred of foreigners felt by provincial Englishmen was almost as keen between inhabitants of different counties as of different countries, and would have been despised by the more travelled and educated. Of course, it was useful propaganda against the 140